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In 2008, five musicians with a shared love for chamber music came together in Denton, Texas 
to form the Madera Wind Quintet. Madera has recorded two albums: Five at Play (2012) and 
Five Piece Combo (2015). Performing for diverse audiences across the United States, they 
have quickly become known as one of today’s most exciting wind quintets. 

Exploring the fringes of the quintet repertoire — new music, forgotten gems, original 
arrangements and music for children — Madera also engages audiences with the classic 
repertoire and beauty of the wind quintet sonority. 

Madera premiered the International Joint Wind Quintet Commissioning Project’s winning 
composition at the 2012 International Double Reed Society and International Horn Society 
conferences, and was featured at the 2015 TMEA conference. Educational outreach is also 
important to Madera, whose work includes workshops and clinics for students of all ages. 



 

Madera Wind Quintet Discography 
 

 Five Piece Combo (Ravello Records 2015) 
features the previously unrecorded suites for 
wind quintet by Don Gillis (1912-1978), a 
delightfully quirky Texas composer best 
known for his Symphony No. 5 ½ (“A 
Symphony for Fun”), and his work as 
legendary producer for the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra under Toscanini: 

Suite No. 1 for Woodwind Quintet, “The 
Fable of the Tortoise and the Hare”  

Suite No. 2 for Woodwind Quintet, “Three 
Sketches”  

Suite No. 3 for Woodwind Quintet, “Gone 
with the Woodwinds” 

 
 

 

Madera’s first album Five at Play (Crescent 
Phase Records) showcases new works for 
wind quintet discovered through a call for 
scores that elicited more than 130 entries.  

Five at Play features premiere recordings of 
works by Sean Friar, Daniel Nass, Carl 
Schimmel, Peter Nickol, and Philip Wharton, 
along with a commissioned piece written for 
Madera by Sarah Page Summar.   

 

“That the album tests each 
instrument, asking it to move 
just a little afield of its idiom, 
reveals five young musicians 

who are fit for the stage but needed in the studio to mentor the 
coming generation of players.”   
-- Lucinda Breeding, Denton Record-Chronicle Arts Editor 



 

Madera Wind Quintet Tour Info 
 
Touring Program Repertoire: 
 
● selections of the music of Don Gillis from Five Piece Combo 
● new works for wind quintet from Five at Play 
● classics from the wind quintet repertoire 
● original arrangements 

 
Short-term residencies with the Madera 
Wind Quintet are an excellent way to reach 
a greater audience at your university or 
conservatory and in the greater community. 
Madera offers a variety of activities that can 
be easily combined with a performance 
engagement. 
 
Email maderawindquintet@gmail.com for 
details and booking. 

 
Additional Offerings and Presentations: 
• Chamber music coaching 
• Individual instrument master classes 
• Entrepreneurship in Chamber Music  
• New Music for an Old Ensemble: The 

Five at Play project 
• Rediscovering Forgotten Gems: The 

Don Gillis project 
• Composer readings / master classes

__________________________________________________

 
About the Musicians 
 
JORGE CRUZ, JR., BASSOON 
Originally from the San Francisco Bay Area, bassoonist Jorge 
Cruz performs with the Sherman Symphony and the Air 
National Guard. He has had the distinct honor of deploying to 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar and Kyrgyzstan to perform 
music for the troops in the summers of 2009 and 2011. He is 
currently a member of the 531st Air Force Band where he 
holds the rank of Technical Sergeant and was awarded the 
2013 Outstanding NCO of the Year. 
 
Jorge is the bassoon Teaching Fellow at the University of 
North Texas and also maintains a private studio in the DFW 
area. Prior to his move to Texas, Jorge served as adjunct 
faculty at Chabot Community College. Jorge holds a Bachelor 
of Music from San Jose State University and a Master of 
Music from the University of North Texas, where he is 
currently working on his doctoral degree. He has studied with 
Kathleen Reynolds, Keith Collins, Jerry Dagg, and Cyrle Perry. 
  



 

JASON PASCHALL, OBOE 
Jason Paschall, from Fort Worth, TX, has performed with the 
Cheyenne Symphony, Wyoming Symphony, Fort Collins 
Symphony, Opera Fort Collins, Kansas City Symphony, and 
the Fort Worth Symphony. Jason earned a B.M. in Music 
Education from Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches, TX. During that time Jason won the university’s 
concerto/aria competition, received distinction as a Presser 
Scholar and was awarded the “Zelma Childers Outstanding 
College of Fine Arts Graduate Award.” Jason continued his 
studies at the University of Northern Colorado where he 
received his M.M. in oboe performance. He then completed an 
Artist’s Certificate in oboe performance from the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City, where he was the oboist for the 
UMKC Graduate Fellowship Woodwind Quintet. 
  
Currently Jason serves as a Teaching Fellow at the University 
of North Texas, where is pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts and 
is an active teacher and performer in the DFW area. His 
teachers include Dr. Laura Shouha, Dr. John Goodall, Dr. 
Sarah Bierhaus, Melissa Pena, Barbara Bishop and Jim Ryon. 
 
 
 
AMY THIEMANN, FLUTE 
Amy Thiemann is an active freelance flutist and studio flute 
teacher in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. She is a Teaching 
Fellow at the University of North Texas, where she is pursuing 
her Doctor of Musical Arts in flute performance and literature. 
Amy previously taught flute at Concordia University in Seward, 
NE and performed regularly with the Omaha Symphony 
Orchestra.  She earned her Bachelor of Music degree in flute 
performance from Hastings College and her Master of Music 
degree in flute performance from Ithaca College. 
 
During her time at Hastings, she was awarded the prestigious 
Presser Scholar Award and performed as a Young Artist 
soloist with the Hastings Symphony Orchestra.  At Ithaca 
College, she held a graduate teaching assistantship and was 
invited into the Pi Kappa Lambda music honor society. Her 
primary teachers include Terri Sundberg, Jill Felber, Maria 
Harding, and Wendy Mehne. 
 
 



 

ANGELA WINTER, HORN 
Angela Winter is an enthusiastic performer and educator 
currently serving as Professor of Horn and Director of Bands 
at Adams State University in Alamosa, CO. She has soloed, 
taught, and performed with a variety of ensembles throughout 
the United States, Mexico, Columbia and Europe. 
Angela has also recorded extensively, with releases on 
Ravello Records, GIA Publications, Klavier, Crescent Phase 
Records, and Highland Sound Productions. Passionate about 
chamber music, she performs and clinics extensively with a 
variety of chamber ensembles including the Madera Wind 
Quintet, DFW Brass and Three-Four-All Brass Trio. 
Angela is a founding member of the Madera Wind Quintet, 
whose most recent album is Five Piece Combo (2015), a 
recording of the three lost woodwind quintets of Don Gillis. 
Angela is originally from Memphis, TN, where she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in music education from the University of 
Memphis. She holds an M.M. and D.M.A. in horn performance 
from the University of North Texas, and has taught at the 
University of Texas at Dallas and Texas Woman's University 
as well as in in the public middle and high school system. 
On top of her musical activities, Angela is an extreme dog 
lover and runner. She has four rescue dogs and has run more 
than 30 marathons and ultra-marathons. 
 
RACHEL YODER, CLARINET 
Rachel Yoder is a versatile clarinetist and bass clarinetist 
based in the Seattle area. She currently performs with the 
Madera Wind Quintet, Seattle Modern Orchestra and the Odd 
Partials clarinet/electronics duo, is adjunct professor of music 
at the DigiPen Institute of Technology in Redmond, WA, and is 
editor of The Clarinet, journal of the International Clarinet 
Association. She has performed and presented throughout the 
United States, including frequent appearances at conferences 
of the International Clarinet Association. 
 
Rachel has taught at Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
and at the University of North Texas, where she served as a 
teaching fellow and earned a D.M.A. in clarinet performance. 
She also holds degrees from Michigan State University and 
Ball State University. A specialist in contemporary music, 
Rachel is a sought-after chamber music collaborator and 
works frequently with composers on new works for clarinet and 
bass clarinet. 



 

 

Don’t be fooled by the 
seemingly gentle nature 
implied by a chamber 
music quintet. 
 

 -- Christopher Mosley, 
 D Magazine 

compelling, 
polished, and of the 

highest professional 
standards… 

 
-- Mark Fink, 

Professor of Oboe, 
UW-Madison 

 

Pretty righteous for a 
collection of band nerds…  
 
…a balance that sounds 
years ahead of the youth 
of its musicians. 
 

 -- Lucinda Breeding, 
Denton Record-Chronicle 


